Magico-Religious Mercury Use and Cultural Sensitivity
In his recent commentary, "AIDS Prevention and Cultural Sensitivity: Are They Compatible?" Bayer concluded, "Homilies about cultural sensitivity must be replaced by a forthright acknowledgement that we cannot seek radical behavioral and normative change while adhering to a dictum that serves principally to protect the status quo."1(P897)
Although Bayer specifically addresses acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), his logic pertains to other complaints possessing culturally determined risk factors, including intoxication resulting from the magico-religious use of mercury in Hispanic and Caribbean homes.2 Although the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has recently initiated a public awareness campaign to deal with "the burning or sprinkling of elemental mercury in homes and cars,"3 there has been resistance on the part of numerous Hispanic "stakeholder" organizations to "regulatory action" involving the sale of illegally unlabeled mercury for magicoreligious and ethnomedical use. 4 Despite urging EPA "to begin its risk communication efforts quickly in order to show its concern for the affected population,"4(P7) the three national Hispanic stakeholder organizations EPA consulted felt that a more active intervention, such as enforcing the existing Federal Hazardous Substances Act labeling requirements (16 CFR § §1500-1512), "would send the message of government interference in the practicing of one's religion."4(P8) The 
